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Calendau^lo. 159 

SENATE ( Report 

1 No 161 



SAFEGUARDING MILITARY INFORMATION 



April 1 (legislative dav , March lb) 1945 — Ordered to be printed 



Mr Thomas of Utah, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 

(To acconipanj S 805] 

The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill 
(S 805) to insure further the military security of thp Umted States 
by pi eventing disclosures of information secured through official 
sources, having considered the same, report favoiably thereon with 
an amendment and recommend that as amended, the bill do pass 

AMENDMENT 

On page 1, line 4, after the word “or” and befoie the woid “by”, 
insert the woids “by vutue of his employment bv any person firm 
oi corpoiation peifoimmg scimccs foi the United States or” 

STATEMENT 

This bill has been otigmaud bv the War and Navy Departments 
to fill a serious gap in the legislation enacted to protect the military 
security of the United States Briefly, it makes it a crime foi any 
Government employee or meinbei or formoi member of the armed 
foi cos to disclose anv lnfoimalion he has obtained m his official ca- 
pacity concerning the ciyptogiaplnc oi eryptanalytie activities of the 
United Mates or anv foreign government, except as he may be au- 
thorized to do so pursuant to regulations pi (.scribed bv the President 
The teims “eivptographic” and “ciyptanalytic” ate defined id section 
4 Broadly, ‘cryptographic” means the use of codes and ciphers of 
our own, md “eryptanalytie” means obtaining information from the 
cryptographic communications of other nations 

Cryptographic security for classified communications of the Gov- 
ernment is vital dui mg both war and peace Most military operations 
and diplomatic plans require the use of ladio oi cable communications 
which other governments or their military forces can intercept The 
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< 2 ®Rfelf[raphic methods by which the Aimy and Navy and State 
and othei gov ei nmental agencies attempt to prevent 
fc fae se-re mnHam^faons from being icad bv unauthorized pc isons must 
be afforded absolute secrecy Law must exist to lequire this stuctv 
Everyone vyho bv reason of his official status obtains anv know ledge 
about those processes must be infoimed that specific legislation forbids 
the unauthonzed disclosure to anyone of any information about them 
With i^De/^ to u-yotanalysis, an eyen greater degree of secrecy is 
required ^'fwWircmdftcsf of vital importance in time of war and also 
essential in time of peace m order to be ready for war lequire even a 
greater degiee of securit y be cause the enemy or potential enemy has 
it within Ins absolute power to deprive us of any infoimation from 
this scfeiteeinf WePfcds’pdctte'w e >arc getting it 

The Wai Department there fore considers this legislation as vital 
to the present and future defense of the United Stales Its passage 
is particularly uigent now because of the serious danger that, the defeat 
of cfWpAUhijt fftlfilyi ^c&SiDlAi H f ¥h1a\at ion of security stands ids on this 
subject bv those le wr§qp riiiBo farmed forces This would seriously 
intei fere with the successful prosecution of the war against la pan 
The letter of recommendahiQS;, /signed by the Sccretaiv of War and 
the Acting Secretary of the NaVyj follows 

, „„ > War Departmfnt, 

[c.08 d uauL jj mhtnglon% March 10, 1945 

Hon Eibfrt I> Thomas, 

MA^¥if?i4 8 isy^cfos{S a draft of a lull ‘ lo further insure 



i ci:inn,«, j. iiosiAiV- l Here ls'-oflcrpsca a ctraft of a lull • lo further insure 

tM HP i HPlfinttfl 1 WiAtyt W \ p n t i ng disclosures of information 

4eaWe<tf</nimldh YiladlahyaihdeaVotrhichjChis \5mr and Navi Departments recom- 
mewito Vjhuffwj 14>v,bn^ru, jnii.j brx 

Certain communication activities conducted hv nulitsrv and civilian personnel 
afford them knowledge or possession of information which will be subjected to 
possible post-war unauthorized is ting statutes do not afford 

adequate protection against such conduct 

, Ejflac thistiy dfilheipMpdsadfteglstMfoajmWlclubaa rcuived the approval of the 
fflifft ptaeffhqf lo tip}) interests of national defense 

The V\ ar Xrcf inktter one of importance and 

urgencj and request that it be presented to the Congress at the earliest practicable 
date Mimipra 

The Bureau of the Budget adv lses that there is no objection toHhe submission 
e$ith!SfPrcm<v<qd QorflKle^pcw^^thq.Cuiigress 

oj b.fmiij no, lulcyd l Stimson> 

yrm lot unm H m p-vjinm tr fltoxifi ^uiMGhbi Secretary of IT ar 
hsoriB ndt lo ■ idmooT writ ml io 1 ldrnoui !oH>“S!truve Hensel, 

-fit lei ifito pid in bomfitdo ped nl nntl aimcrMi lti 9tfo crctaT y °f the Nav v 
ult IopuIivIm >it rimirttq/u to (ijIqMivoicjy > nil 
-UB id ~ r mu Oil PR trr i >y > Jxmnirn » /<v» uituiol riB t 
unbi^iH “fit vd b >dn i» iq uitoituhn or o; ruempmer o 
noiJooe hi bullish n« ui /Icffutcjyio bun ' *iduftipc>Uj 
lo ei“ifqi) bfift p«ibo3 io vu nil ?nri mi * HcfqiM’Qntqv'i 
a It nfoil notJBimolm smnifltdo pfuwrrr ' .a/lBrTidqvio * 
aoitfiii i idto to •-noitB Hfiuiiinioo » 

-vof) ‘irtt lo puoit/i unurarao'j bnibpsxsio ml dniiwf itricu 
8'ioihfmqo vxuiilira tsol/1 leoq him mir dtod piimrb ifitiv 
p/ioiJn >i i mm mo > > diu to oiuki n> o»n ori) onirp-n terndq jiibi 
sdT tqooi itni in • poo to i rmtihrn iisjdt xo ✓ br » mn i9yon to 




